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Trends and Characteristics of the Transition to Coeducation in Japanese
Women’s Universities, 1948-2025: A Descriptive Statistical Analysis

ANDO Yoshinori"’

Abstract :

The purpose of this study is to examine the trends and characteristics of universities in postwar

Japan that transitioned from women’s universities to coeducational institutions, and to clarify their

actual conditions from a quantitative perspective. In this paper, the main focus is on private women’s

universities, which account for more than 90% of all women’s universities in Japan. Hereafter, in this
abstract, the term “converted universities” refers to former women’s universities that have transitioned
to coeducation. The findings of this study are as follows:

1) In Japan, 136 universities have been established as women’s universities or colleges, of which
125 are private. Among these private women’s universities, 59 have become coeducational.
Excluding those that later merged with other institutions or were closed, 54 remain as coeducational
universities as of 2025, while 62 continue to operate as women’s universities.

2) The transition from women’s to coeducational universities was especially notable in the 1990s (10
universities) and the 2000s (22 universities) . In particular, during the 2000s, many women’s
universities across different regions became coeducational. In the 2020s, not only have more
universities shifted to coeducation, but some universities have also stopped admitting new students.

3) A comparison of student enrollment between converted universities and women’s universities
shows that women’s universities tend to have slightly larger student populations, although the
difference is not significant. In terms of the number of faculties, a higher proportion of converted
universities are small institutions with two or fewer faculties. While women’s universities have
gradually expanded in size, only a limited number of those that became coeducational have
experienced substantial growth.

4) In terms of location, converted universities are more commonly found in medium-sized and
smaller cities than in major metropolitan areas. Many of the women’s universities that continue to
operate today are concentrated in large metropolitan areas.

Key Words : Women’s Colleges, Transition to Coeducation, Trends in Coeducation,
Descriptive Statistical Analysis
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