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Inclusion of Children and Youth with Foreign Backgrounds in Education:
Focusing on Public-Private Partnership

SHIMIZU Koukichi'’, ENOI Yukari®’, YAMAMOTO Kousuke®’, NIE Huijing®’

Abstract :

This study examines approaches to the inclusion of children and youth with foreign
backgrounds in education from the perspective of public-private partnership. Against the backdrop of
the recent rapid increase and diversification of foreign students in Japan, we conducted interviews
with officials from the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) and
three prefectures (Kanagawa, Osaka, and Hyogo).

The findings reveal that the boundaries between “public” and “private” sectors are ambiguous,
with diverse forms of public-private partnership shaped by each region's historical background and
local characteristics. MEXT provides financial support while delegating specific policy implementation
to local governments. Kanagawa Prefecture demonstrates systematic collaboration with JICA and the
International Exchange Foundation, while Osaka Prefecture features bottom-up partnerships driven by
educational research organizations and NPOs united “for the children.” Hyogo Prefecture highlights
the difficulties in building partnerships due to the dispersal of foreign students across its vast
geographical area. Key issues that emerged include: the need for support beyond Japanese language
instruction to encompass mother tongue and cultural preservation; the establishment of support
systems at the high school level, which remains largely unaddressed in many regions; and tackling
regional disparities between major urban areas and rural regions. While compulsory education support
has accumulated some experience, the support framework for upper secondary education and beyond
remains underdeveloped and requires further attention.

This research reveals that effective public-private partnerships vary significantly depending on
regional contexts and historical backgrounds. Future research must explore critical questions about
these partnerships: who should lead them, how they should be organized, what specific support
should be provided, when support is needed across different educational stages, and how to address
diverse regional needs.

Key Words @ Children and youth with foreign backgrounds, Educational Inclusion,
Public-private partnership, Interview research with educational administration
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