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Women’s Universities at a Crossroads:
Realities Revealed through Institutional Brochures and Stakeholder Narratives

SHIMIZU Kokichi'’, SHINTANI Ryutaro®, OKAMURA Ei¥’

Abstract :

This study examines the current realities and contemporary significance of women’s
universities in Japan, which now face rapid transitions toward coeducation and program closures.
Following their postwar establishment in 1948, the number of women’s universities steadily increased,
peaking at 98 institutions in 1998, before declining to 74 in 2024. Focusing on institutional “survival
strategies,” we conducted a qualitative analysis of admission brochures from 72 women’s universities
nationwide, along with interviews involving 57 faculty members, students, and alumnae from 11
institutions.

» o«

The analysis identified three types of institutional self-presentation—“innovative,” “moderate,”
and “conservative”—each shaped by constraints such as institutional scale, location, and historical
background. Interview data showed that faculty members’ positive evaluations outnumbered negative
ones, and alumnae likewise expressed strong appreciation for the educational environment provided
by women’s universities. Across institutions, respondents consistently emphasized the value of an
environment that enables women to maintain a sense of authenticity and learn without the pressures
of the male gaze. These findings underscore the role of women’s universities as an important
institutional form that sustains diversity in Japanese higher education, while also highlighting the
challenges they face in ensuring future viability.

Key Words : Women’s universities, Survival strategies, Institutional self-presentation,
Diversity in higher education
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