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Commentary and Discussion on Interviews Concerning the Acceptance
of Transgender Students at Notre Dame Seishin University

ANDO Yoshinori"

Abstract :

In addition to providing some commentary and supplements to the interview transcript
conducted at Notre Dame Seishin University in December 2023 (published in this issue), we had
some discussion on the significance of the decision by a Catholic Church-affiliated women’s
university to accept transgender women.

From the 2023 academic year, Notre Dame Seishin University, affiliated with the Catholic
Church, began accepting transgender women and implemented the decision in a short period and
at an early stage in Japan. While the Catholic Church has generally had a harsh attitude toward
transgender people, it was due to the leadership of President Aoi Tsuda that made it possible to
proceed so quickly. In addition, the university has had a tradition of meticulous attention to each
student, and they are proud of our ability to meet such a new challenge.

However, there seems some issues in terms of whether the university has adequately
prepared in advance for transgender-related training and opinion hearings for both faculty and
students, as well as university policies and measures to be taken after admission.

Key Words : transgender student, leadership of university (college) president,
Catholic Church-affiliated universities, tailor-made responses to each student
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