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Progress and Preparation for the Decision to Accept Transgender Students
at Notre Dame Seishin University : An Interview with Key Persons

KOBAYASHI Ken-Ichi'’, ODA Kumiko?’, NAKAI Toshio®’, OKURA Kyoko*’
HAJI Hiroko®, NAKAO Kayoko®’, & ANDO Yoshinori (ed.) ™

Abstract :

Notre Dame Seishin University (Okayama, Japan) became the fourth women’s university in
Japan and the second private women’s university after Miyagi Gakuin Women’s University to accept
transgender women in 2023. In order to clarify the process leading to the decision to accept
transgender women and the state of readiness, we conducted an interview with key persons who have
played a central role in this initiative. This report is a summary of this interview.

Notre Dame Seishin University, which is based on the Catholic Church, decided to
accept transgender women, and was able to start accepting them in less than two years of
preparation because of the philosophy and decision of the university president, as well as the
tailor-made education that has been fostered at the university, which is tailored to each student,
and a well secured care system. In this ever-changing environment, there is no such thing as
perfect preparation, and new challenges will arise in the future, but we have no choice but to
continue our constant study and improvement.

Key Words : acceptance of transgender women, women’s university, process of preparation
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